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control of its share, Office Open XML and the myriad of other formats and file formats that Office users have come to rely on aren't exactly something that are growing in popularity. The open-source poster child, LibreOffice, however, has gained ground at a far faster rate. Sales hit $15.9 million
for the period of 2007 through to August of this year, an all-time high, showing a five-fold rise in just five years. It was launched in 2002, and only began getting the attention it deserves at the end of last year when Microsoft Office 2007 was released with a powerful Office Open XML format. "If
you look at product managers, we still have a difficult time getting them to see LibreOffice as a viable alternative to the closed platform products that they have become very comfortable with," said Ron Monzillo, general manager of the LibreOffice project. The release of Office Open XML was
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strengths and weaknesses. One of the biggest issues with ODF (Open Document Format) is that it is a more restrictive standard. This is especially true for commercial users, as it allows Microsoft to maintain much tighter control over the standard.
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