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rate of a fluid in a hydraulic circuit is controlled by means of a control valve. An
example of such a control valve is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,227,216, and is a

rotary valve that is used as an hydraulic valve unit for an automatic power steering
system (hereinafter referred to as an APS) system. FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate a

structural example of the control valve disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,227,216. The
control valve includes a hollow cylindrical housing 1 made of synthetic resin. A

central shaft 2 is disposed in the housing 1, a valve body 3 in which a central hole is
formed is fixed to the shaft 2, a plurality of ports 4a, 4b, 4c in the shape of openings

formed in the housing 1 are formed as first through holes, and a plurality of ports
5a, 5b, 5c in the shape of openings formed in the valve body 3 are formed as

second through holes. Each port 4a is connected to a hydraulic fluid supply passage
1a. Each port 4b is connected to a hydraulic fluid supply passage 1b. Each port 4c is

connected to a hydraulic fluid drain passage 1c. Each port 5
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