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The prognostic significance of testing for tumor molecular markers has not been well established for
colorectal cancer. We evaluated the prognostic significance of testing for four genes commonly

associated with colorectal cancer. Tumor mRNA levels of four genes (beta-catenin, K-ras, HER-2/neu,
and c-myc) were determined in 105 colorectal cancer patients by quantitative reverse transcription-
polymerase chain reaction analysis using the LightCycler instrument. Patients were categorized into
four groups according to the relative mRNA level of each gene. Overall survival was estimated using
the Kaplan-Meier method. Median follow-up was 33 months. The following gene mRNA levels showed

statistically
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